
 
ADJUSTMENTS BEFORE GOING TO THE FIELD 

 
1. Ensure that the tractor horsepower matches the size of the drill you are pulling.  The Model 

800 Drill requires 45 horsepower minimum for proper operation. 
 

2. Operate the tongue jack on the drill until the top of the box is parallel with the ground. 
 

3. Back the tractor up to the drill stopping short of the tongue.  Compare the height of the drill 
hitch to the drawbar of the tractor.  If necessary, adjust the height of the drill hitch to match 
the drawbar by removing the ¾” bolts and repositioning the clevis. 

 
4. Back the tractor up until the drawbar and hitch holes are aligned, install the correct size pin 

for the hitch, remove the jack, and store it on top of the drill tongue. 
 

5. Connect the safety chain and the light harness to the tractor.  Operate the lights to see that 
they are working properly. 

 
6. Level the drill front to back with the turnbuckle on the front of the drill if necessary. 

 
7. To avoid contamination of the hydraulic systems, clean all hose couplings.  Plug cylinder 

base and rod end hoses into the extend and retract ports of the tractor.  Raise and lower the 
openers several times to bleed air from the system. 

 
8. Refer to the operator manual for grease points and service intervals.  Grease the machine as 

needed.  Check tire pressure.  Recommended pressure is 44 psi. 
 

9. To set down pressure on the openers, an adjustment is available next to the hydraulic 
cylinder.  Five different pin locations offer a wide range of pressure settings to ensure the 
opener runs level with adequate penetration.  These locations are lettered A-E, with A 
being the heaviest setting and E being the lightest.  A sixth location (1) is provided for 
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transport lock-up.  
Adjustments before going to the field – continued 

 
 

10. Down pressure can further be adjusted on individual rows, such as those running in wheel 
tracks, by lowering the pivot point.  Remove the bolt from standard position (1) and lower 
opener pivot to the bottom hole (2) and reinstall bolt.  This is the recommended means of 
increasing individual row unit down pressure.  If additional down pressure to an individual 
row unit is desired, the opener spring length may be adjusted.  Loosen the jam nut on the 
lower end and tighten the flange against the spring.  Each ¼” adjustment equals about 13 
pounds of down force.  Do not adjust the spring more than one inch.  Springs are factory 
set to 13 5/16”.   The reference points for this measurement are from the center of the upper 
pin (3) and the base of the flange (4). 

 

 
 
11. Depth of seeding is adjusted with the T-handle at the rear of the opener.  Moving the 

handle forward will shallow the depth of the opener, moving the handle towards the back 
will move the opener deeper.  Set all openers to the same setting and check their operation 
once in the field.  Each full step is approximately ¼” change in depth.    If the press wheels 
come off of the ground, increase the opener frame down pressure.  If the press wheels are 
digging into the ground, decrease the opener frame down pressure.  The overall goal of 
down pressure and row unit settings is to get the row units to run level in the field.   This 
should be checked periodically and adjusted as needed. 

 

 
 
12. Check adjustments of scrapers or seed firmers if installed.  Refer to the operator’s manual 

for recommendations on the type of accessory being used. 
 
 

 



 
Seed Cup Adjustments 

 
1. Inspect all seed cups for foreign objects.  Loosen wing the nut (1) and move seed rate handle 

(2) to 100% on the brass indicator plate.  Move the handle back until the edge of a meter flute 
is in line with the center of the seed cup.  The center is the joint where the two halves of the 
cup meet.  The seed rate handle should now be pointing to 50% on the brass plate.  If not, 
loosen the two screws holding the plate and adjust it to read 50%.  Check the position of the 
meter flute in all cups.  If any are not lined up with the center line, loosen the two nuts holding 
those cups and adjust accordingly. 

 
 

 
 
2. Each of the seed cups has a four position adjustment handle on the side. 
 

a) The highest position is for wheat and other small grain. 
b) The second position is for larger grains such as soybeans. 
c) The third position is used if seed is cracking in the second position. 
d) The bottom or fourth position is strictly for cleanout of the seed cup.  

Do not set the lever to the bottom position unless cleanout is 
desired.   

Note:   when storing the drill, set the lever for cleanout and set the seed rate for 0% to avoid 
rodent damage. 

 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. For proper seed rate settings and calibration procedures, refer to the seed rate manual supplied 

with the drill. 
 

 
 



 
Transporting 

 
1. This drill is equipped with a manually operated drive lock-out hub.  When transporting the 

drill, pull out on the pin and rotate it ¼ turn so that the spring pin will rest in the outer detents 
when released.  To re-engage the drive, pull out on the pin and rotate it ¼ turn so that the 
spring pin will fall down into the slot when released. 

 
Note:  The spring pin may not fully seat down to the bottom of the slot when engaged.  The next 
rotation of the wheel will allow the pin to fall into place. 

 
2. Raise openers fully and move down pressure pin to the transport location (1) to prevent the 

openers from settling during the move. 


